Structural studies on rhodopsin.
Bovine rhodopsin is the prototypical G protein coupled receptor (GPCR). It was the first GPCR to be obtained in quantity and studied in detail. It is also the first GPCR for which detailed three dimensional structural information has been obtained. Reviewed here are the experiments leading up to the high resolution structure determination of rhodopsin and the most recent structural information on the activation and stability of this integral membrane protein.